
Our Gate Late: New Dreams Launch event took place on 17 June 2021. Below is a transcription
of the online discussion between Yasmin Hafesji, Francesca Valerio, Becca Hirst, Maymuna
Osman, Nanou Thassinda, Rachel Hackler. We also heard from, or heard the the work of, some
Migrants Organise members: Ruth, Amon, Pela, Adilia, Esther, and Faosat.We hope you enjoy
it.

YASMIN INTRO: Hello! Welcome to this evening's Gate Late and thank you so much for joining
us. My name is Yasmin Hafesji and I am Associate Director at the Gate Theatre, based in
Notting Hill. We make international theatre that surprises, challenges and inspires. And our work
is a live conversation with our audience and local partner organisations. This is a joint event with
one of our local partners, Migrants Organise. I’m now going to invite Maymuna, from Migrants
Organise, to talk a little bit about the organisation.

MAYMUNA: I’m Maymuna, and I’m an Organiser with Migrants Organise. Just to tell you a little
bit about our organisation. We are also based in Notting Hill, Ladbroke Grove, where we have
been based for 25 years. We are a platform for migrants and refugees to organise for justice.
We have two aspects of our work. We have the community programme which Fran (Francesca)
will talk about later and we have the organising aspect of our work, and they both work in
conjunction with each other. Yes, we have the community programme which provides advice,
casework, and really vital support and then we have the organising work which is campaigning
for migrant justice and we have various campaigns like ‘Patients not Passports’ which is
campaigning for access to healthcare and for the end of borders within the NHS and we also
have campaigns such as abolish reporting which work with people who are going into reporting
centres and having to sign on with the Home Office and calling for an end to this.

This project was a really really really amazing because it allowed us to join those two
programmes together so we have members who are working with Francesca, Brian, Heike and
other colleagues at Migrants Organise who have started talking about issues they face on a
daily basis and working to campaign and speak out about those issues and to join up
collectively. So, it's really really been fantastic to see those two aspects of our work come
together in this creative form and really great to work with the Gate Theatre on this and we hope
you really enjoy the exhibition and learn more about Migrants Organise. Thanks Yasmin.

YASMIN: Thanks so much, Maymuna. So, you’ve heard a little bit about the Gate and Migrants
Organise and we are thrilled for this partnership to be culminating in this exhibition and you will
hear more about how we hope to work together at the end of the talk. I’m now going to talk a
little bit about the exhibition itself. It’s called New Dreams, and it is a digital exhibition in honour
of Refugee Week 2021. There are different strands of work that I will go through and you will
hear from the people behind the work and some of the creative team.

The first strand has been made with the Women’s Group and is composed of paintings and
podcasts led by the artist, Tish Kester, who I think is here today.



The second strand is by the Creative Writing Group, led by the writer and poet JJ Bola, and
we’ve had some amazing writing which is featured in the exhibition and again, some of the
artists are here, and also Becca who supported the group through this process.

And finally we have a short film that was made with the writer and director Tyrell Williams, who
is also a Gate Alumni Artist, which was made with members from Migrants Organise who are
navigating the immigration and asylum system.  They were also supported by Maymuna and
Nanou who is also here today who you will hear from in a second. It's a really eclectic and
inspirational exhibition that has come together with lots of different forms and it’s a celebration of
identity, connection, creativity, and activism from voices whose stories are not often told.

We are also funded and supported by RBKC and Arts Council England so we’d like to thank
them. We’re going to go through the different strands of work you will hear directly from the
members and the artists involved. We will speak for about an hour and there will be 10 - 15
minutes towards the end of the Zoom for questions. I’m now going to ask the panel to quickly
introduce themselves before we get started. You’ve already heard from Maymuna. I will now ask
Becca to introduce herself.

BECCA: Hi everybody. For those that don't know me, my name is Becca and I facilitate the
creative writing group on a weekly basis at Migrants Organise

RACHEL: Hi everybody. I’m Rachel. I coordinate activities at Migrants Organise and I was
working with the Women's Group on their art and podcasts for this exhibition.

YASMIN: Tish

Tish: I was asked to come in and do artwork. I came in slightly later on but I really enjoyed
working with these people, who I have worked with, and created some art with them.

AMIN: Hi, I’m Amin. I’m going to read Lost and Found by Amon and I’m also a Young Associate
at the Gate Theatre.

FRANCESCA: Hello, everyone. I’m Francesca. I co-ordinate the community programme at
Migrants Organise.

YASMIN: Thanks so much. I’m now going to hand over to Becca who will be speaking about the
Creative Writing Group and their work.

BECCA: Hi everyone, again. The writing group worked with the incredible poet JJ Bola, who
unfortunately can't be with us tonight, across three workshops to produce their pieces. The
starting point came three months ago when thinking of meanings to draw from the refugee
theme this year: ‘We cannot walk alone’. And at the end point, we now have seven incredible
pieces which reflect on the theme in rich and different ways. Some of the pieces approach it in
thinking about home, about how meeting people that make you feel a sense of home can help



you feel less as if you are walking alone in a new country. Ruth and Faosat’s pieces, Finding
Home and Where is Home?, explore the link between walking together, and home, and reflect
on how hostile immigration and border policies have left many feeling as if they are walking
alone. Aicha’s deeply impactful poem, Le Femme en Cage or The Woman in Cage, and I urge
you to read and listen to both the French and English translation, approaches the refugee week
theme through powerful images of a woman alone ‘fighting for this piece of paper which could
allow her to breath again.’ Koffi’s poem centres on solidarity and walking together with others
who have different identities to our own, standing by their side, and supporting their campaigns
for justice and equality. While many of the poems reflect on the experience of walking alone in
order to think about the necessity of walking together, they also look towards new dreams,
hope, change and movement building. Ultimately asking and answering the questions: what
barriers must be removed so we can walk together better in future and in what many and
powerful ways have migrants, and those who stand alongside them, managed to walk together
despite systems and policies which ask them to walk alone? All of this you'll find for yourself
through reading and listening to the audio clips on the website. But, I’d like to share two pieces
from this strand of the project.  So, I would like to introduce Ruth to read her poem, Lessons
from a Bird Feeder, and we will have a short Q&A after that.

RUTH:
My poem is called Lessons from a Bird Feeder.

I see the birds from my window eating the food from the bird feeder
being happy and free

Different types of birds are coming to eat together.
They are from different areas, places and countries and are free to move around
as there aren’t any borders in a bird's world.

All types and colours of birds eat together as a group.
They don't migrate by themselves; they work together as a team.
If there is a baby bird in the nest, everyone helps
to make sure that it is fed and nurtured.

It is not just done alone by the mum and dad.

Birds never fly alone just as humans cannot walk alone.

One bird starts singing to attract the others
and all the other birds join in and start singing.

Birds don't treat each other as foreigners,
they don't fly alone; they welcome everyone so they don't feel alone.

As I listen to that one bird singing



it reminds me of my first few days
being in a new country and in a new town,
trying to make new friends,
scared and alone,
trying to attract the attention of others
to help you feel less alone.

As I watch the birds from my own lockdown window
I wonder when we will learn to live in graceful harmony the way they do.

For birds freedom seems so natural but for people who migrate nothing feels natural.

BECCA: Thank you Ruth and thank you for so beautifully reading your poem. I want to ask a
couple of questions about it, if I can. So, what was your inspiration for this poem, how did you
come to write it?

RUTH: My inspiration for this poem was, we had a few sessions with the poet JJ Bola and one
session he said to us: everybody should take a few minutes, and think of whatever you are
thinking about and you should write it on a bit of paper. So, I was sitting here on my sofa and I
was looking through the window at the birds on the bird feeder and seeing how they come in,
and they are eating, and they are coming and going freely. That is how I came up with that idea,
to write that poem.

BECCA: Thank you. For everyone who doesn’t know Ruth, every week we are made incredibly
jealous of the birds that sing outside her window in her garden, which we can hear every week
So, I urge you to listen to the audio because you can actually hear the sound of the birds
singing in the background which could not have been staged any better, thank you Ruth.  I also
want to talk about your beautiful final line: ‘For birds freedom seems so natural but for people
who migrate nothing feels natural.’ What was it that made you write this line?

RUTH: Thinking of birds, as I say there is no borders in a bird's world, so birds are free to move
around and fly and go wherever they want to go, and for people that migrate there’s borders so
they have not got the same freedom that birds got. It's not natural for people that migrate to
move around just like the way birds do, because of the borders.

BECCA: Thank you, Ruth, and thank you for sharing your insights into your work and I am sure
everyone will agree it's a really powerful poem that draws on really important themes. So,
thanks again Ruth. I’m going to invite Amin to read Amon's poem. Amon is a really humble
person and he writes the most incredible poetry and I can't wait for you all to hear this.

Introducing Amin to read Amon's poem.

AMIN: Lost and Found



When i came to the UK i came alone,
i left my home i used to know
my family, my friends, my memories and everything i knew.
i was sad and afraid, where i will go and what i will do?
how will i live alone?
i was attached to all those i left behind
my roots were attached to the soil, my farm and the river,
the sunrise and the sunset i used to watch every day

Completely alone in a new country everything was looking different,
the most pain was “when i will be able to go back to see them again?”
days and weeks had passed very fast,
i wasn't expecting or imagining that all these years would pass that fast.
i looked back trying to understand
how i ended up here, what for, what is the point of fleeing from home?

Still i walked alone to end up like that
undocumented and refused,
homeless and broken
no job no home no friends or even shower

i envy the dogs and the cats
i looked one day up to the sky i saw birds fly
take me with you, I said
i raised my arms and tried to fly
my body won’t allow me
what type of a stuck situation I’m in
i realised it’s all because of me
the way i’ve been created as a human
its UN-choose-able
i wasn't given the right to choose

i envy the birds that they are able to fly
some of my kind also can fly,
yet they need a visa and lots of savings to buy a ticket
of course after they pass the security check at the airport

I stopped looking back, i looked around me
here are people too but everyone seems too busy, too protective and above all too suspicious
i thought, yes I’m a foreigner,
they have a good reason to not trust a stranger
i spoke; they said we valued freedom of expression,
everything I have said has been taken as the opposite of what i meant



someone needed help, i walked over and asked if i could give a hand
they ran away saying good try, good play but no thank you
i thought what is wrong? probably it’s me
I continued to walk alone
god helped
i was lucky though, out of nowhere i met many good friends
they accepted me as i am
we shared food and nice chat, lots of nice activities and art workshops
i was lucky not to be alone any more

Covid surged and everyone disappeared,
fear and frustration, social distancing, stay at home
my home is where my friends are,
i had to move away for their safety as well as mine
yet still living with hope
that one day we will meet again
we will laugh and talk, sharing memories and thoughts
we will go cycling around London
enjoying its beauties and its air of freedom
yes i hope we will be together again

That is Lost and Found by Amon

AMON: Thank you Amin

BECCA: Thank you Amin, and thank you Amon, for that incredible, powerful, piece. I have read
it every day since you have written it and there are new meanings in the sounds, in the words,
in the way that you have played with the type.

I would also ask everyone to read the collection of pieces together, because as you will probably
notice from Amon and Ruth's pieces, they speak to the same themes. Even the little bit with the
birds, they talk to each other in the best of ways. I hope that you found as much in there as we
have found and I will pass you back to Yasmin.

YASMIN: Thanks so much, Becca. And thank you to Amon and Ruth for sharing your wonderful
work with us and to everyone else whose poems are available on the exhibition website.  I’m
now going to hand over to Rachel who is going to talk about the Women’s Group.

RACHEL: Thank you Yasmin.  Hello everyone, and I see many of our women are here with us
which makes me very excited and I am going to hopefully have a few of them speak to you in
just a moment. We started our bit of the project back in May. I think we had quite a bit of a
whirlwind of activity. Our project is two-fold, so the women were working on their artworks, and
at the same time as we were meeting every week to work on a podcast. In the process, we got
to hear some of the most lovely stories, of both happy joyous occasions that the women's group



has, we have stories of baking and other adventures, and/or misadventures, as well as some of
the kind of struggles and eventually triumphs, I would say, that the women have gone through
on a daily basis and how they work together and what the women's group means. So, it has
been a very very exciting project to be a part of and to watch grow. In the exhibition, you can
look at the art work and listen to the podcasts. You can hear the stories and meet the women
behind the amazing artwork, each piece is very unique, we focus both on the idea that you
cannot walk alone through the representation of footsteps which is the motif you will see
throughout the paintings and the women also focused on ‘footsteps to freedom’, which is the
title of our section, our piece. And how every step is a step forward even if it does not feel you
are going forward necessarily the way you thought. In one of the podcasts, Adilia puts it really
well talking about how you always have a plan and a way that you’re going to go and sometimes
you end up on a completely different path, but you still end up where you need to be eventually,
and hopefully we can hear more from Adilia later tonight. Right now I will turn it over to Nanou, if
she’s here. Nanou runs the women’s group with Ash. Ash and Nanou if you want to give us a
little wave. They do an absolutely amazing job facilitating the women’s group every week.

NANOU: Hi everybody! My name is Nanou and I facilitate the women's group for Migrants
Organise. The women’s group is a project that Migrants Organise started. There’s about eighty
refugee and migrant women living in London and everywhere. We started the project in the
office. I mean personally I am very grateful for ending up in Migrants Organise because before
this I felt I was nobody, that is what I used to call myself. But now I feel like I am contributing to
something, I am doing something for society, and it makes me happy. So, it's just a group of
women that come together,  we have the same kind of story and struggle.  When we come
together it's just to talk to each other and to find a shoulder to lean on. And, we do different
activities, it could be cooking, we can do meditation, and yoga. We do invite people to come and
talk to us, like doctors, or about any problem that women can have.  Because most of us didn't
know our rights, what we have to do coming to this country. They did not know where to go if
they needed to find a doctor.  But I think the group has been amazing and I just have to say
thank you to Migrants Organise and especially Heike and Francesca that created this project.
Because, the first time they told me I was going to be a facilitator, I was like what is that?  What
am I going to do?  How am I going to start it?  But today it's amazing. It's just being with these
women every Tuesday is exciting.  I don't know how they feel, but I feel like I have not been
helping them, they have been helping me.  And I am very proud of the work they have done.  I
was supposed to paint myself, but I am useless at painting and I didn’t do anything. So, I will
leave it to my ladies, my beautiful ladies, who have done a very beautiful job.  And we did a
podcast as well, I hope you guys will love it and enjoy it. I think it's going to be amazing.  Thank
you.

RACHEL: Thank you, Nanou. And she is selling herself short, she is the glue that keeps a lot of
our activities going at Migrants Organise.  Thank you so much, Nanou. I was hoping to hear
from Pela, who is one of our artists here tonight. Pela, would you like to talk about your
experience of the exhibition?



PELA: Hello everyone. My name is Pela. I don't know if you can see the painting here. This is a
painting that I titled ‘My life in the UK.’ So far, you know. I made this painting based on the
inspiration I got during my stay here. It starts from the bottom down to the top. I came here
alone. There’s a pink foot and also a foot, two pairs, here which signifies me and my partner.
And, there are four pairs here which signifies me, my partner and my two children, you know.  If
you look, you will see a green arrow that moves from bottom to the top. In this country I have
never experienced a down time even though it’s a challenging experience. But if you look below
you see red hearts, which is the love people have shared, the love they give to me. Migrants
Organise has always been there even at a time of lock down when it was stressful and so
difficult, Migrants Organise supported me. Love from family and friends - I always receive that
from people. And if you look at the stars on the top of the picture those stars signify my
achievement all through the period that I have been in this country with Migrants Organise.  I
achieved so much knowledge and skills which includes the women's health they taught us, so
much on our bodies and family planning, make up, candle lights, yoga, tailoring. In that tailoring,
I made a bag - I don't know if you can see it - this is a bag that I made. And also they taught us
how to design books, this is one of them. I designed this. They taught us how to design books
and also community organisation. Initially, I thought it was just training but it’s not just training,
it's introducing us to a new lifestyle where instead of seeing ourselves as failures, we should see
ourselves as being able to achieve what we want to achieve even though the system wants to
put us down. We should have that confidence that things will always get better, they taught us
how to do that, and last of all is a design I learnt. This is a candle, they taught us how to design
this, and I made this painting on it, it's so beautiful.

Migrants Organise I am so grateful. I never thought I could make these achievements during
this lockdown. But like the bible says, when others are saying there is a casting down, we will
say there is a lifting up. Migrants Organise has been an instrumental organisation to the
fulfilment of that word in my life. If you look at the picture there are blue dots which signify the
grace of God upon my life all through this period and I am so grateful to Migrants Organise for
being a tool in the hands of God, to put smiles on the faces of people like us in this country.
Thank you very much.

RACHEL: Thank you, Pela, so much.  Pela is extremely creative and talented and she is
involved in many of our activities, from the women’s group to the sewing group, and every time I
see her she has made something new and amazing. That is something which I think was true
throughout this project. When Tish and I showed up at the beginning of May to the women's
group and explained what we wanted to do the thing we heard the most was ‘I can't draw, I can't
paint, I am no good at art, I don't know what you want me to say’ and all of the ladies proved
they are amazing artists and have a lot to say and are very eloquent at saying it. So, it's fun
seeing how a lot of cautious conversations in the beginning turned into the beautiful works of art
that we will get in just a moment.  Really quickly, I want to do one more call out to Tish.  Our
fearless art leader who is always there to answer questions. And for pushing as well. She
pushed the ladies quite a bit, I think, to think outside the box with their work, to think about doing
things maybe in a more complex way than they necessarily thought of originally, she did quite a



bit to get ideas from in the air to on the page. So, I think that we will go through and look at the
pieces quickly. With each of these pieces we see each woman's interpretation of ‘footsteps to
freedom’ and ‘we cannot walk alone.’

This is by Faosat Kesinton, and again women supporting each other and how the group walks
together through very hard times.



This is from Adilia Diaz  who hopefully will be open for questions later. It’s about the idea of all of
the different footsteps you can take and which ones you do take.



This is from Ruth Beecher, who spoke earlier. Ruth is one of our most active members at
Migrants Organise, and you will find her everywhere and she is always ready to try something
else. Her painting is a meditation on lockdown.

For many of the women in this project, our women's group is so large because Ash and Nanou
are so wonderful that we actually have two women's groups.  One of which largely happened
during lockdown. So they met at the beginning of lockdown and had that journey together so
many of them are getting excited to meet face to face for the very first time.



This is from Omolola whose daughter had quite a bit to say about artwork as well and every
thing that goes into it and the journey that we go on.



This one is from Esther.  Who was very adamant that she cannot paint and proved herself very
very wrong.



This one is from Marie Paul, who was quite busy! She did this, I think, when she was in
Newcastle and sent it to us.  She is a budding artist. She draws all of the time, particularly
flowers, and in this piece she wanted to represent them in her foot prints, that aspect of herself.
She talks in the podcasts how drawing is her way of relaxing and resettling her mind and a form
of meditation.



This is from Ash, who is one of our facilitators, and the words that make up these footprints are
words of a poem that the women's group wrote for international women's day. So, it’s not only
the footsteps of all of the women in the group but all of their words as well.



This is the one we just heard about from Pela, with all of the symbolism of her entire journey
coming to the UK.  And the idea of how we cannot walk alone and we do not walk alone and
how footsteps get added to our journey as we go through.

So these are the pieces we have in the artwork and again most of the women are here so
hopefully we will be able to do some Q&A at the end.

In the podcast, you hear different aspects of the journey’s these women have had. From finding
the women’s group at Migrants Organise to the daily meetings they have at the women's group,
and what that means for them, as well as reflections on the artwork and what it has brought
them to think about and reflections on that phrase again ‘we cannot walk alone’ and ‘footsteps
to freedom,’ and what that means, and community organising, and what something like a
women's group means for making it so that we don't walk alone and why that is important.

So, they are absolutely beautiful stories that the women tell in the podcasts and they go
wonderfully as well with the artwork. I will pass it back to Yasmin.



YASMIN:Thank you so much Rachel and thank you to all of the women that shared their
amazing artwork with us and thank you Pela for such a moving talk and overview of the
women's group which sounds like it does so much and is such a core part of Migrants Organise.
So, thank you again, you can see all of the paintings, in detail, on the exhibition website. I will
pass over to Maymuna to talk about the film workshops that took place.

MAYMUNA: Thanks Yasmin and so amazing to hear about the women's group and lovely to
hear from Pela tonight as well. So, a bit of an overview. Before we started the film making
workshops with Tyrell Williams, we’d been meeting since January as a group - with Nanou and a
few others who are on the call today, and Thiru who helped us facilitate. This was during the
lockdown so we were meeting on zoom. We were discussing some of the issues that were
facing the group as people navigating the asylum and immigration process here in this country.

So we were talking about various issues and we were also hearing from speakers who were
running their own campaigns and we were also learning about historical campaigns, fighting
back against racist and violent immigration policies. What we realise is that actually we can win,
and we can change things, if we are able to come together and build our collective power.  So
from these sessions the group decided that they wanted to start building their own campaign
and came up with a set of demands which you will see represented in the video today.

Nanou, maybe you could tell us a little bit about the creative process of working with Tyrell who
was fantastic. We were lucky to work with him for about 5 sessions. Yes, so tell us a bit about
the creative process and what did you learn from that process.

NANOU: I want to say a big thank you to Tyrell. I mean for the favour he did for us because
when we were doing the session we did not have an idea that somebody would come and help
us with the filming. It's been great, the 5 weeks that we did. I learnt a lot, I didn't know many
things about, first of all I’d never done any campaign before. But he did help us, show us
different ways, where we can share our message out there.

Because the aim of this campaign is for people to hear our voice so we are trying to send it in
different ways.  He came with a lot of ideas that we did learn. I personally did learn a lot
because we kind of made, each of us, a short video and sent it to him.

When it came together I think he has done a really great job.I thought it was going to be just
training, as Pela said earlier, but it's something different that might change many people's lives. I
believe that this campaign is not just for Migrants Organise members. It can help many people
out there who are in different organisations that are having the same problem as us. We are not
doing this campaign just for us, we are doing it for everybody in England.  Yeah so I learnt a lot
from it.



MAYMUNA: That is so powerful. Yeah, this is about building a really strong movement for
migrant justice and extends beyond this group so thank you Nanou for making that point really
clear. Just before we watch the video, maybe you can tell us a little bit about how you think the
video, and how through the medium of film, we can highlight some of the issues and demands.
How do you think it will help you as a group with your campaign going forward?

NANOU: In this video we are going to have a link for a petition. So, we are just asking people to
click and share with their friends, family, and many people out there, so they can share that
information. Because we did work hard, not to keep this, we want something to be changed by
all Home Office policies. Because the aim of the campaign, I think you explained before, is
about the delay on asylum seeker applications with the Home Office and the accommodation,
the way people are living, is unhuman. So, as I said I think people that live in this way, it’s not
just Migrants Organise members, there are a lot of people out there. I can see especially during
the lockdown, we have been forgotten. They don't know us, they don't know how we live. So this
message, we want everybody to know about it because there are people out there that don't
know what is going on in this country. We would like people to share it massively and secondly,
they can go to the Migrants Organise website and donate as much as they can to support us so
we can go forward with this campaign.

MAYMUNA: Beautiful, thank you Nanou. And thank you to everybody else who participated in
making the video, a lot of us are on the call and some will see it for the first time today.  This is
the premiere of the campaign video.  Hannah can we roll the video now? Thank you.

[VIDEO PLAYS]

Music plays underneath the following words, spoken by various Migrants Organise members:

Home is somewhere we're supposed to feel Respect, valued,safe, dignified and welcome.

We choose England, yet we live in a limbo and open-door prison.

We are domestic workers, child minders, working in nail bars, being overworked, underpaid, and
exploited. Some migrants and refugees are fleeing war and conflict in their home country.

There are many of us who have lived in the UK for many years. Sometimes for more than 15
years, without any rights, living like ghosts, losing hopes and facing abuse on daily basis.

We demand that the Home Office respond to all asylum and immigration applications within a
three month time period.

Because while we are waiting for a decision, we can end up living in very poor housing
conditions.



Sometimes it's overcrowded or will be mould on the wall and the ceiling. There might be mice,
with all those struggles, everyday we wake up thinking 'what will happen?'

We demand transparency from the Home Office when making decisions, on immigration and
asylum applications. Home Office staff should be sensitive when dealing with people with
immigration and asylum application throughout the process. We expect awareness when
dealing with vulnerable people and reasonable adjustments should be put in place.

We demand that the Home Office treats people with dignity throughout the asylum
and immigration process. This should include, providing adequate subsistence and housing,
which allows people to live in dignity, whilst the application is being processed.

We demand an immediate end to the hostile environment, policies and practices. We demand
humane immigration and inclusion policies, as outlined in the Fair Immigration Charter.

We must join to push the governor and keep looking to try to solve our problem, because if we
go one by one we cannot do any other thing, we need to be all together to try to push.

Everyone, no matter their status or where they're coming from, needs to be treated as human
beings. We need change and we need our freedom.

Please, here is what you can do to support, please share our video as much as possible and
help spread awareness and watch this space for further action.We have a far greater impact
when we come together, united we stand divided we fall. A luta continua-the struggle continues.
Thank you.

Music fades out

[VIDEO ENDS]

YASMIN: Amazing! Thank you so much Maymuna, and Nanou, for speaking about that powerful
and incredible video that I am sure will help the campaigns grow bigger and raise more
awareness. So, that is an overview of all of the different strands and we are really pleased that
some of the members and artists were able to speak this evening and share the work.

We do have one other person that I would like to invite to speak, and that is Francesca.  We will
talk a little bit about the process and the collaboration between the Gate and Migrants Organise
which has been a long time coming. We’ve worked in lots of different, small, ways before and
this was another different, small, thing which has actually become an amazing and eclectic
exhibition that will be rolled out and useful for your campaigns and our work going forward.

FRANCESCA: Yes. Thanks everyone. I have been working in Migrants Organise for thirteen
years now co-ordinating the community programme and every time it's exciting to see how
much more there is to learn, how many more people I come across into my journey and there is



always a lot to learn, and how many skills also that they are usually hiding behind a lot of faces
and people that we see coming and going to the office. But not only this, this year has been very
difficult because we have not seen people coming to the office any more, it has been a
completely different reality, and this project has given us the opportunity to still stand together, to
still do a lot of things together.  And to meet a lot of new amazing people as well that are part of
our community programme.

So, I think in terms of the work that we have been doing as a community programme, together
with a lot of casework support and immigration advice and support that we provide, the activities
side of things has opened up a lot of amazing opportunities for us because it's about how much
people can express themselves, and can learn about themselves, but also can share with
others about their skills and especially the work we have been doing together with the Gate
Theatre has been amazing because it offered an opportunity to use art as a way to
communicate, to express ourselves, to raise our voices. To be able also to enjoy ourselves
together and to come together after a year that has been very challenging and difficult.

So, I have known Yasmin also for a very long time, we have tried many different things in the
past few years with the Gate Theatre and we were reflecting that we have seen the amazing
work with this exhibition and we were thinking how much more and how much potential there is
out there to do more things together in the future. So, I am looking forward to more activities
together, because the Gate Theatre opens opportunities for us to learn skills to be more vocal,
to be out there in the community and to feel that positive energy about ourselves. So I think that
has been an amazing experience also for our self esteem and to think about how much more
we could do.  You know we would love to be able to come back to doing activities face to face
and we hope that will be possible soon.  But this experience has been the second best we could
actually have this year and I think it has been an amazing opportunity for us to come together
and to share something very positive. I don't know if Yasmin would like to say something about
some of the things we could potentially be doing then.

YASMIN: I guess for context the history of this partnership, it started many years ago back in
2017 when I first started at the gate, in a different capacity, and we’ve always known about
Migrants Organise and wanted to work together in a way that would be of mutual benefit to both
organisations, supporting your work as well as giving us opportunities to work in different ways.
I remember the first thing I did, a bit of mentoring and then me and Maymuna were involved in
‘Hope and Unity’ which was a poetry event in 2018 and we have just been looking for different
small ways to work together and just feel out the partnership and see what works best for your
members.

We’ve heard today the amazing work you do and how highly regarded Migrants Organise is by
all the members that are here today and we really want to protect that and make sure we were
doing you a service in our partnership. So, we would love to look more to the future and think
about the opportunities to develop a programme that is more consistent, and I guess continues
to evolve and is in line with our programming and the themes we are walking about in our work.



The Gate is an international theatre and we are programming work and holding events that are
about championing global voices.  So the fit with Migrants Organise feels really natural and we
always try to get all of your participants in to watch our shows, although we have not been able
to do that for a long time (because of the pandemic). So yes, just more face to face work and
seeing what will work for both organisations but I definitely think there is more to come in this
partnership which is really exciting.

We are going to open up for questions now.

HANNAH: Hi, well first of all I want to say thank you for the work. It's been really inspiring to see
all of the different artwork and all of the different forms that it's taken as well in poetry and film.
The power that’s part of it is palpable and there’s a lot of moving and beautiful pieces of work. I
have a question, that is a sort of open question really, I was wondering if there had been any
sort of surprising discoveries made during the project?

RUTH: When I wrote about the bird singing, which is actually true, every morning this bird starts
singing about 5 a.m, he had a scary voice. (Laughter) He would not stop until all of the other
birds started singing and it started back when I moved to Hampshire and I was thinking about
how I was alone, and I was feeling scared, and how am I going to make friends in my new
place? That is how I came up with that idea about how to write that line. Which was quite
surprising how I could use that. And put it against people's circumstances.

HANNAH: That is fantastic, because you don't normally think of birds in a scary way.
(Laughter) and it's sort of transformative in your poem, or it feels like there is, sort of the bird
transforms in a way, or the idea of the bird. It's great!

FRANCESCA: I don't know if I can say something as well, Hannah. What was really surprising
is that the original project has really nothing to do with what has then happened to the project. It
was meant to be a face to face project, it was meant to be in the community, and end up with an
exhibition in Portobello Road, and we were going to do a lot of face to face activities. I think the
journey and the work together with the Gate Theatre has really transformed our opportunities
here. And you know at one point we were quite low and thinking are we ever going to be able to
do anything with this and then I think what has been surprising is the level of energy and the
level of positivity that has brought to all of us really.

HANNAH: It comes across. You can feel that energy as well and the sort of crossing of worlds
as well between things. I think it's exciting, it feels really exciting.

YASMIN: Thanks Hannah. Any other questions?

ELLEN: Hi, yeah I just want to echo what Hannah said about how moving the work is and how
wonderful it is to be sharing a space with you all this evening. I suppose building on Hannah's
question, it was really nice to hear you speak, Francesca and Yasmin, about your hopes for
what the next stage of our collaboration might look like, between the Gate and Migrants



Organise. I would love to know from some of the artists that made work as part of this project
what your hopes are as part of this project and what you might want as a next step or something
else to do after this?

ADILIA: Hi, my name is Adilia and I am part of the women's group.  One of the pieces is mine
and trying to answer, in my case, it was a beautiful opportunity and I just find out that I am
putting myself out there, trying to leave my comfort zone, exposing my intent to do something.  I
am really really grateful for the opportunity for this collaboration and for that group for all of the
ladies. It's also a moving moment when I think all the ladies had the same feeling of going back
to this kind of story. For me it was a journey to leave it all behind and to feel alone and then find
this community where I can feel safe and I feel like having a new family again. And yeah, I
would like to participate in other activities in collaboration with the theatre, I really loved it. Thank
you.

YASMIN: Thank you Adilia.  It was lovely to see your piece of art as well, which I saw you
drawing a couple of weeks ago and it looks incredible. Any other questions or any one else who
wants to add a reflection or speak about their work?

ESTHER: My name is Esther. I’d appreciate it if my artwork can come up please. I am part of
the women's group although I joined Migrants Organise I think late last year, thereabouts. Within
the short period of joining Migrants Organise it has been a different story from where I used to
be.

When they said we should do an artwork, I was like, what am I going to draw?  I don't know
what to draw. I did not know how to do it.  But that very day, I came to the office and Tish was
going to help me. I just came with a revelation. If we can have a drawing, you can say from the
first angle it was darker and then the first feet in front was, the first heart was for me, the red
one. The pink one is for my daughter and the blue one is my son, inside the first foot. Is it foot or
feet? Sorry! That is me and my kids then the other one here, by the right, that has 4 stars inside.
My right foot coming out from darkness and stepping into light, you see that one is from the
darkness into light, showing that my friends brought me out, my friends at Migrants Organise
brought me out of darkness and set me and my family into the light.

Because, prior to the time I met them, I was confused. I did not have anyone to talk to,
everything was like, you know I was worried, I was not organised. After meeting them you know
step by step they put me through and they put me in the women group and met people which
ordinarily I would not have come across, we learnt together, even when I find some things not
clear to me I put a call to one or two of them to explain to me what we have been taught in the
women group.  So, each time the meeting comes up and I am able to attend I look at faces, we
laugh, we learn, we unlearn you know, and one thing is they always give us hope, they never
like tell us ‘I don't think you can make it’, but the smile we always see in their faces always gives
us hope. I know they have their own life challenges, but when they come to the group they are
always listening to us, even when I am saying rubbish, they listen to me. Even when I am not
smiling and I’m frowning and I am having my down pit you know they always listen. I am most



grateful to them. I am always excited to see the messages on Whatsapp to hear from them,
thank you so much Migrants Organise. Thank you.

YASMIN: Thanks Esther.  Any other questions.  Or any one else that wants to talk about their
work.

BECCA: I have a question actually, for Faosat, if you don't want to speak that is fine, but I
wanted to go back to your art piece and talk about the ladders, what made you put them there?

[pause]

I am not sure we can hear you, Faosat. This is time to congratulate everybody for the last year
for managing all of the zoom sessions throughout the weeks and this is a prime example of it,
getting through all of that and still producing incredible work.

YASMIN: Maybe, Faosat, if you can hear us, if you want to type your answer into the chat then
we can read it out.

So, Faosat said:

“The idea of my painting is about the support I get from Migrants Organise. Before I joined
Migrants Organise I had gone through a lot of difficulties but I found the support I need from
Migrants Organise. That was me climbing up the ladder with Migrants Organise support.”

Thank you, Faosat!

BECCA: I will also ask Adilia. Adilia, I wanted to ask about the feet at the top of your drawing,
they are kind of entangled. I imagined some of them as dancing but I don't know if that is what
you intended.

ADILIA: I tried to represent my journey when I was walking. When I got here, I was feeling alone
and lost. And the top ones are like the group, the women's group, Migrants Organise. And our
feet are  - I am like Esther, Feet/foot? (laughs). We are sitting in a pond, the feet are hanging
and there is water trying to feel calm, having a chat, I don't know something like that.

BECCA: I see it now.  Thank you for explaining that.

YASMIN OUTRO: Thank you so much for joining us this evening for this Gate Late. We hoped
you enjoyed learning more about our new digital exhibition, New Dreams, made in partnership
with Migrants Organise.


